FIRST THINGS FIRST EXTERNAL EVALUATION
Overview

The external evaluation of Arizona’s First Things First (FTF) initiative is designed to determine
how FTF programs and investments into the early childhood delivery system statewide affect
children’s health and readiness for school. The evaluation will consist of two studies. The first is
an accelerated longitudinal study of 8,500 infants, three-year-olds and five year olds. This study
will allow us to determine how FTF initiatives affect children’s health and readiness to succeed
over time. The second study examines five succeeding kindergarten cohorts that will provide
community stakeholders with a yearly snapshot of children’s health status and readiness at
kindergarten entry (n =1,200 per year). Both studies are slated to begin in the fall of 2009,

The evaluation team has identified five key indicators that are predictive of children’s health and
readiness to succeed at kindergarten entry. These indicators are based on the Arizona Early
Learning Standards and include the following five domains of development:

Health and Physical Development

Social and Emotional Development
Approaches Toward Learning

Language Development and Communication
Cognition and General Knowledge

Several measures will be used to determine children’s development in each domain (see attached
list of child measures), Measurement instruments include direct child assessment, naturalistic
observation, parent report, and in cases where children are cared for outside the home, teacher
report. The recommended measures were selected after careful consideration of the following:

Data source (child, parent or teacher)

Administration time

Cultural sensitivity/bias

Face validity ,
Rating of the assessment by outside experts (recognition in the field)
Ease of administration

Ease of data transfer

Child assessment and parent interviews will be conducted in the child’s home or other location
as determined by the child’s primary caregiver. Data collectors will be recruited from local
communities and will receive intensive training on all instruments used in the study. Parent
interviews will be conducted during the first part of the home visit to allow children time to
become comfortable with the data collector. When data collectors complete direct child
assessments, parents will complete a measure of children’s social emotional development.

Next Steps

We are currently working on a multi-stage sampling strategy to assure that children and families
enrolled in the study are geographically dispersed across the state and reflect Arizona’s diverse
population. We plan to finalize the design and develop a training protocol for data collectors to
be done during the summer. We also are working with other stakeholders to build connectivity
throughout the early childhood delivery system to enhance resources and access to services for
Arizona’s children. A current example is working with the ADE effort to create an identifier for
all participants in the early childhood system.
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