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What is the First Things First Cochise Regional Partnership Council Food Insecurity Grant Program?

The Cochise Regional Partnership Council has identified the need for regional implementation of the strategy to expand the provision of food boxes for families of children birth through age five.  However, other potential strategies will also be considered.  These include, but are not limited to:
· Distribution of a supplemental food packages for children birth through age five to accompany existing food box distribution to families of children birth through age five;

· Bulk purchases of food products or other basics such as diapers that can be distributed to families through existing distribution efforts, such as provision of emergency food boxes; 

· Expansion of voucher programs that enable families with children birth through age five to purchase nutritious food; 

· Distribution of infant boxes containing formula, diapers, infant food, or other  commodities to families with young children;

· Provision of resources and information that address the needs of families with young children including, but not limited to, education on diaper hygiene, nutritional value of food, and community resources that support families in need.
The Cochise Regional Partnership Council is seeking applications from providers to address food insecurity among families with children birth through age five, who are at risk for hunger.  All applicants awarded this grant will adhere to the First Things First Standards of Practice for Food Insecurity.  Different food banks across the state currently use varying methods and criteria for determining eligibility for food assistance.  Generally, food assistance is not limited to families living in poverty; it is also available to low income families and to families experiencing situational poverty due to a crisis like unemployment.  

What is the Total Amount of Funding Available?

This is a two (2) month contract with an option for renewal for one (1) additional twelve (12) month period.  Requested funding must be proposed for two contract periods including a two (2) month contract from May 1 through June 30, 2011 and a twelve (12) month contract from July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012.

The estimate of funding that is available for the 14-month contract period is approximately $200,000.

· Total available funding for the two (2) month period from May 1 through June 30, 2011 is $100,000

· Total available funding for the twelve (12) month budget from July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012 is $100,000

Proposed Timeline for the Grant Making Process

January 12, 2011

RFGA available on-line
January 27, 2011

Pre-application Conference 

First Things First Regional Office, from 11:00AM to 1:00PM, 3643B S Highway 92, Sierra Vista, Arizona 85650
February 24, 2011

Applications due to the location listed in the RFGA by 12:00 p.m. 

May 1, 2011


Anticipated grant awards made

How to Get a Copy of the RFGA

Please visit the First Things First web site on or after January 12, 2011:  http://www.azftf.gov/  
Questions?

All questions must be submitted in writing and include RFGA # FTF-RC002-11-0318-00 in the subject line of the email or on the cover sheet of the fax.  

Questions should be submitted to the Grants and Contracts Procurement Specialist via email at grants@azftf.gov or via fax at (602) 265-0009.
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